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  At a mission conference a few years back, I was given a coffee mug with the words ‘TELL 

MORE STORIES’ draped across the front.  It’s been my go to mug as we’ve prepared this edition 
and it has seen plenty of refills along the way.  But don’t we do the same with great stories too?  
We want to be refilled by them and to tell them over and over again. 
 

 The BCMBS focus is to “share God’s love.”   The story of Christ’s death and resurrection is 
the story we seek to tell more and more, by whatever means and resources possible. 
 

 In Colossians 1:28-29, Paul proclaims, “Christ! No more, no less. That's what I'm working 
so hard at day after day, year after year, doing my best with the energy God so generously gives 
me. ”  Like Paul this is our labour of love, the purpose and our focus as we work with the 
resources that God provides to us.  Paul realized that at the end of the day the message of the 
story was simple and significant, Christ!  We also seek to emulate this as we proclaim God’s love 
in simple yet significant ways to the communities of coastal British Columbia. 
 

 The Compass is our semi-annual opportunity to share some of these stories from the field 
in a focused collection.   In this edition, we explore the opportunities we have to embark in 
simple opportunities that can have significant impacts.  Some of these ideas may seem new, 
different, or even familiar, but we hope that they will all spark something in you and encourage 
you to try something simple. 
 

 Your continued support allows us to make a significant impact in the lives of those in 
coastal BC communities, with the story of Christ.  We need your support, prayers, and 
participation now more than ever. 
 

Help us tell more stories of Christ’s love. 
 
 
 
 

Marcus Huff 
Executive Director 
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COVER PHOTO:  A group of kids wearing their crowns they created at our Kid’s Club 

program. The simple opportunity to walk kids home while in Ehattesaht, provides 
ample opportunity to retell the Bible stories from earlier that day and be an expression 
of God’s love in a tangible way. 

FROM  
THE 
DIRECTOR... 
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YOU’RE GOING WHEN? REALLY? 
EXPLORING NEW AND UNIQUE TIMES  
TO ENGAGE IN MISSIONS                         BY RHONDA KELMAN 

 
he song ‘I’ll be Home for Christmas’ kept running through my mind, as I was 
thinking about what to do for Christmas.   You see, ‘home’ is unique in my story 

as I have been blessed to find and call many places my home.  I find that sense of 
home with my family in Edmonton, Alberta and also with my Mission Boat family in 
Parksville, British Columbia where I now live.  I have always found that similar sense 
of welcome in most places I go.  
 As the song continued to echo in the back of my mind, it brought back a 
memory and an idea I had in university, “Why not go to Klemtu and provide ministry 
and support during that time?” 
 I definitely thought of Klemtu as one of my ‘homes’ and as a teacher, there 
are only certain times of the year when I have the opportunity to travel and to go on 
a mission trip.  With Christmas being one of these opportunities, I thought why not?  
 As I prayed and thought about this some more, I shared this idea with some 
friends, family, and church members.  Respectfully, many people’s first response was 
shock and surprise, but after I had talked about my reasons for not going to 
Edmonton and why I wanted to do something different, most people were very 
excited and encouraging. It was something they had never heard or thought of doing 
before.  
 So I decided to go, and felt at peace with the decision.  As I waited to board 
the ferry that would take me to Klemtu, I saw a lot of old friends who stopped, took a 
minute and then realized that it was me. They were definitely surprised to see me! 
They asked me what I was doing there and I told them that I was heading up to 
Klemtu for Christmas.  Just like my family and friends, they too were shocked and 
surprised, and then excited.  
 As the week unfolded I found it full of opportunities.  I was able to be the love 
I had come to share. From Christmas caroling with the Glee Club, to ladies craft night, 
to even playing volleyball at the gym on Christmas Eve, I was able to spread God’s 
hope, love, peace and joy in all I did throughout my week. I was able to sit and listen 
to people’s stories, struggles and even hear the joys that they found along the way.  

I was able to understand the feelings of 
missing loved ones, as I also had recently 
lost my Grandpa.  Through this, I was able 
to share the hope in Christ I had clung to 
in my time of grieving.  It really is amazing 
to see how God works, and how He places 
us in the right place, at the right time, 
even though it may seem a little out of 
the ordinary.  
 This opportunity really changed my 
idea of what a ‘typical mission trip’ can 
be. What I usually thought of was 
something in the summer months and 
with a youth group, but it doesn’t have to 
be that way and the majority of the BC 
Mission Boat Society’s ministry is quite 
the opposite. It could be a small group of 
adults, a family, a men’s group, a ladies’ 
group or a group of friends that could go 
at any time of the year. Just think of the 
possibilities! It could have a focus on shut-
in ministry, men of faith, music ministry, 
sports camps, or even crafting Advent and 
Lenten calendars over a week with 
discussions on the Bible.  
 If someone asked me if I would do 
it again, my answer would be, “If it’s best 
for the community, then YES!”  The 
opportunity to go on a mission trip at a 
time of the year that goes against the 
norm, like Easter, Christmas, a birthday, 
or an anniversary is a fantastic 
opportunity!  So pray about it and see if it 
is a way you could celebrate a holiday. It 
may not be for everyone but it doesn’t 
hurt to explore the possibility.  

RHONDA KELMAN is our former Outreach 

Worker and currently serving as Secretary on 
our Board of Directors.  She also teaches in 
the Oceanside area here on Vancouver Island. 
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CONTACT US ABOUT HOW YOU 
CAN GIVE MONTHLY via: 

 

http://www.bcmissionboat.org/
http://bcmissionboat.org/#/donate


 

his past October, we had the opportunity to be joined by one of our former 
interns, Josh Patterson.  He returned to Klemtu for a week of ministry and to 

build on relationships that began nearly 8 years earlier and have continued, despite 
the distance and life’s events. 
 “It was a great joy!” shared Josh as he reflected on returning to the people of 
Klemtu.  With it being three years since his last visit, he was a bit nervous, but the 
distance was no detriment. “I found that I could still pick up a conversation where it 
left off 3 years ago, and I thank God every day that He has allowed these 
relationships to continue to get stronger. Old and new, the relationships haven’t 
suffered with distance. I am blessed to have people in the community comfortable 
enough to give me a call when things are tough, and while I can’t always be there to 
talk them through things, it has been a blessing for them just knowing that I care and 
am praying for them.  It’s a blessing to me too, to know that God is working through 
me as well.” 
 In 2007, Josh received the unique honor of being adopted, seen and identified 
as family, into one of the families of the Kitasoo/Xai’Xais Nation in Klemtu.  “This 
relationship has been an incredible blessing to me and is one that I always look 
forward to rekindling every time I head back. Over time we’ve all gotten older but 
the love we share for each other and in our Christian faith has been constant. God’s 
grace is abundant in this relationship as we share our hurts and sorrows but we are 
always able to see His hand in every healing moment and we praise His constant 
presence in our lives.” 
 Often times, as time moves on, so do our relationships, but Josh experienced 
something different. “Looking back, the ministry and relationships I’ve formed over 
the years haven’t really changed.  Many of the people have because of events or 
trials but the ministry opportunities haven’t. ” 
 Josh isn’t exactly the same guy he was back in 2007, the first time he crossed 
into Klemtu.  In 2008, while on a mission trip to Klemtu he met his wife, Janelle, now 
of 4.5 years.  Together they have twin boys, Aiden and Dylan, with another one on 
the way later this year.  With all the changes and additions in his life,   

 

Josh has been able to use these 
opportunities to share God’s love. “God 
has worked through these changes to 
allow me the opportunity to reach people 
and form relationships I wouldn’t have 
been able to before.  Having a 
conversation with a family with young 
children is easier because I am now a stay 
at home dad. Through these 
conversations I am given the opportunity 
to share God’s love, and the good news of 
His death and resurrection.” 
 Whatever your distance, time since 
your last visit, or changes that have 
happened, God can and does move 
through these opportunities and open 
new doors.  Maybe it’s time for a return 
mission trip.  Josh is excited and hopeful 
to return in the near future and even 
dreams of sharing his whole family in 
person with his extended family in 
Klemtu. 

JOSH PATTERSON is a husband, father of 

twins and a great stay at home dad.  He 
interned with us in 2007-2008 and has 
supported our ministry continually.  His home 
church in Allen, Texas is planning to return to 
Klemtu later this year. 
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DEFYING THE DISTANCE 
HOW A FORMER STAFF SUSTAINS MINISTRY RELATIONSHIPS DESPITE THE DISTANCE 

T 

 



CAN I GET A RIDE? 

GINA LOUGHEED is currently finishing her 

DPS internship at Bethany Lutheran Church in 
Campbell River, BC and will be getting married 
later this year. 

 

hen was the last time you did a 
puzzle?  Whether the puzzle you did 

was made up of 25 or 1,000 pieces, they all 
work in the same way.  To complete the 
puzzle and to see the final image, all the 
pieces are needed.  Without them, the large 
image is incomplete. 

The BC Mission Boat Society is actually a lot like a puzzle.  We are made up 
of various pieces that are put together so that we can ‘Connect people in 
coastal British Columbian communities with God’s love.’ 

This spring, we have found ourselves looking for a vital piece.  Our financial 
support has been significantly lower than anticipated.  Because of this missing 
piece, we have lacked the financial resources that we depend on to get into 
our mission communities and have even had to cancel two planned mission 
trips. 

The communities have shared that they’ve missed our teams and want to 
know when they can look forward to our return.  Like a puzzle needs each 
piece, our ministry depends on the financial support of individuals, churches, 
and groups. 

We need your help!  Help us replace this piece in our ministry so that we 
can return to the communities as soon as possible.  We are excited to be joined 
by mission teams this summer but we need your financial support to be able to 
respond to the communities’ invitations and ministry needs in the fall. 

We ask that you would prayerfully consider how you can financially 
support our ministry this year.  Every donation counts! 

For information on ways you can support, go to our website, 
www.bcmissionboat.org/donate or contact our office staff. 

W 
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THE MISSING PIECE 
EVERY PIECE IS VITAL IN  
COMPLETING THE MISSION 

 
OPPORTUNITIES ON FOUR 
WHEELS          

    BY GINA LOUGHEED 
 
or the last ten years, I have been able to 
volunteer with the BC Mission Boat 

Society and work with them in both Bella 
Bella and Klemtu.  The ministry has been 
great and the opportunities to form 
relationships… plentiful.  Over the years I’ve 
learned the importance of ongoing ministry 
through keeping up these relationships.  Of 
course this isn’t always easy when you live 
over a day and time zone away, but by 
committing to return and with the help of 
technology, it’s gotten easier over the years. 

But when I moved to the coast last year, 
it opened up new doors. Within the second 
month I was getting together with friends 
from these communities and had new 
opportunities to build on these friendships.   

I was able to drive down the island and 
have coffee with friends.  I also had the 
chance to pick up a young couple I knew and 
have them join me for a Thanksgiving meal 
that we were putting on at my church.  

This spring, I was asked if I could give a 
friend a ride up island as he was trying to 
catch the ferry home for a quick trip.  I 
thought, “Why not?”  It was a simple ask, 
and it provided us with nearly 3.5 hours of 
time to share about our lives, talk about faith 
and even share some perspectives on what 
the Bible says about relationships.  I was glad 
I said yes! 

One month later, another opportunity 
came and I was able to say yes again.  This 
time, we had to leave pretty early in the 
morning, so I asked my friend to read the 
Bible reading and devotion that I usually 
start my day with.  He was a little hesitant at 
first but soon read a portion of Daniel 3 and 
the reflection that encouraged us to trust 
God through our trials and sufferings.  We 
didn’t experience any ‘ah ha’ moments in the 
car, but I was able to share how I started my 
day with God, in His Word.   

I am so thankful for these opportunities 
to share my faith in a simple way and I look 
forward to how God will use them. 
 
 

F 
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ave you ever been in a situation 
where you were struggling, felt 

alone or wanted to give up?  Had you 
ever thought that maybe all it would 
take was a listening ear or a message of 
hope to turn things around? 
 Today, staying connected and 
sharing that message with people is 
easier than ever, whether you are across 
the street or around the world!  With 
technology, we have the ability to 
instantly connect with friends, relatives, 
supporters or fans through our emails, 
text messages, social media, Skype, and 
more!  At our office, we use these tools 
for what we call long distance ministry.  
We see these as great opportunities to 
instantly re-connect people with God’s 
love and build meaningful relationships 
that go beyond a one-week mission trip, 
a program or gathering. 
 Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 
are some of our favourite places to 
engage in this type of ministry.  Not only 
do we have the ability to instantly share 
messages, post comments and engage 
with individuals who we know, but we 
also have the ability to even point those 
we don’t know to the hope, love, peace 

and joy that we have in Christ too! 
 By simply sharing a post, creating 
a simple hashtag (#) for a phrase, or even 
uploading an image, God is able to use 
these means to connect and share hope 
with people, no matter the distance.  
What if we all used 1 of the 100 plus 
times we checked our cell phones each 
day to share a message of hope to those 
we are connected to? 
 So as you think back to that 
moment or time when you need a 
message of hope or to be that word of 
encouragement, what did that mean to 
you in your situation?  Being that 
listening ear and sharing that message of 
hope is what our ministry is all about.  
What an incredible gift it is to be able to 
do this despite the distance and in a 
variety of ways. We want to encourage 
you to think about how you could 
engage in what we are doing and help us 
share it even further. 

H 

JESSICA PIXNER serves as our Office 

Administrator and was a former summer 
staffer.  She also serves as the youth 
director for her church. 
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THERE ARE TWO MORE THINGS! 
LOOKING FORWARD TO UPCOMING MINISTRY                 

JOIN US ON OCTOBER 3  , TO RAISE AWARENESS + SUPPORT FOR THE BCMBS RD 

We are excited to share that we have mission trips in the works for Kingcome, 
Kyuquot, Ehattesaht and Klemtu!  We are looking forward to returning teams, 
maybe a new one and even some extra opportunities in-process too.  To learn 
more about our upcoming mission trips, please follow us on social media or 
head to our website.  
  
Did you know that we have a monthly prayer email? It’s a great way to support 
us near or far and is so valued!  By signing up, you will have the opportunity to 
read and pray for the needs of our mission communities, mission teams, and 
ministry staff throughout the month.  You can join by signing up on our website. 
  

1 

2 

#LONG-DISTANCE #MINISTRY 
EXPLORING THE OPPORTUNITY  
& IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA                         BY JESSICA PIXNER 
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